Friends of the

Ogunquit Heritage Museum
Fall 2017 Newsletter
Mission of the Friends:

To Support the Educational Goals and Programs
of the Ogunquit Heritage Museum

Memories of our lost friends . . .

I

t has been a very sad year for friends of the arts
in Ogunquit. We lost too many of our best colleagues. Norman West was the first to go in November 2016. He was followed on January 11,
2017 by Mary-Leigh Smart who died 6 weeks
short of her 100th birthday. In March, Barbara
Hilty followed her long-time friend at the age of
97. July saw the loss of two of Ogunquit’s most
enduring artistic talents, DeWitt Hardy died on
July 8, after attending the Barn Gallery’s opening
celebration, and George Burk died on July 20th.
This stream of losses only added grief to the
Ogunquit Heritage Museum’s losses of Paula
Cummings, Stuart Nudelman and Barbara Woodbury.
In this article, we would like to share the happy
remembrances of Barbara Hilty and Mary-Leigh
Smart, written by their longtime friend and colleague in all of Ogunquit’s art institutions, Bunny
Hart. Bunny wrote about her experiences with
Barbara and with Mary-Leigh for a memorial celebration that took place at the Barn Gallery this
past September. Bunny wrote:
“Sorry I can’t be with you in person, but I wasn’t about to miss the chance of sharing a few of
my many memories of Barbara Hilty and MaryLeigh Smart, two remarkable women whose intelligence and abilities were matched by warmth and
humor. They were close friends of mine for more
than 50 years, and leading ladies in the Barn Gallery story. (Barbara was also a major player at the
Ogunquit Museum of American Art during the
Michael Culver years, and later worked not only
at the Barn Gallery but also at the OHM as a docent in the later years of her retirement.)
“It was ironic, but somehow meant to be, that
they would meet as little girls, playing on the
Ogunquit Beach in front of Barbara’s Dunelawn
home, and 90 years later live 3 doors down the
hall from each other at Sentry Hill, dying there
two months apart.
“I met them the summer of 1963, my first as
publicity director at the Ogunquit Playhouse. Bar(Continued, p.4)

Christmas By The Sea
Open House

Saturday, December 9
12;00 Noon - 3:00 p.m.
Ogunquit Heritage Museum
Obed’s Lane, Ogunquit, Maine

New and Special Exhibits
Refreshments

Meeting of Ogunquit Fire Company members at Fireman’s Hall. Original Photo was recently donated to
the Heritage Museum by Richard and Mary Littlefield.

FOHM President’s Letter . . .

H

ello to our valued members of the Friends of
the Ogunquit Heritage Museum!
I am writing this letter from Cody Wyoming
where I welcomed my first grandchild one week
ago. My heart is filled with love as I gaze at her
and at the snow capped Rockies and herds of deer
out their picture window.
The 2017 season brought record numbers of visitors to our doors. People clearly enjoyed the
Richard Perkins exhibit as well as the fine collection of our most famous local artists. Carole Lee
outdid herself once again in staging these displays.
Our first annual Dinner and Chance at Jonathan’s restaurant on Sept. 24th was a HUGE success. Many, many thanks to my committee and to
the OHM who worked hard to make it a fun social
event and a successful fundraiser for the museum
and our programs. Special gratitude to our members and non-members who attended, bought raffle tickets, gave donations, and bid on silent auction items. The food was fabulous, the band was
great, the party was fun. We are planning to make
this an annual event.
Hope to see you at Christmas by the Sea!!!!
All best,

Ogunquit Heritage Museum Committee
L. F. (Sonny) Perkins, Chairman
Gary Littlefield, Vice Chairman
Susan Meffert, Secretary
Eva Nudelman, Treasurer
Carole Lee Carroll, Museum Curator Consultant
Charlotte Tragard, Museum Administrator

Wendy Broms Levine

Pat Weare
Pete Woodbury

John Ross
Marc Saulnier
Jay Smith

Friends of the Ogunquit Heritage Museum
Board of Directors
Wendy Broms Levine, President
Bob Glidden, Vice President
Pat Dateo, Secretary
Robert Dateo, Treasurer

An Excellent Holliday Gift . . .
The FOHM

NOTE CARDS

featuring
Our Favorite Black & White Photos
Of Ogunquit From the Past

Benita Braggiotti
Diane Jandebeur
Jane Kelley
Wini Mason

A Packaged Set of Twelve Historic Views
With Envelopes
Available at the Winn House
and
At Various Events Throughout the Season
Price $15

Pat O’Brien
Marsha Northrop
Gail Trust
Debby Warshawsky
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“THEY ARE ABSOLUTELY GORGEOUS!”

Published by
The Friends of the Ogunquit Heritage Museum
P. O. Box 723
Ogunquit, Maine 03907

Also Available by contacting Marsha at
marshanorthrop@gmail.com

Peter R. Woodbury, Editor

www.ogunquitheritagemuseum.org
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Ghostly Tours . . .

OHM Chairman’s Message . . .

T

he leaves have passed and we’re almost into
another new year. This past Fall has been very
successful and productive for the Ogunquit Heritage Museum. We witnessed a record number of
visitors this year and the turnout for our events has
never been better.
The Ghostly Tours this Halloween and the open
house for Capriccio has never been more popular
as indicated by the number of people attending.
We owe the success of these functions to the many
volunteers who participated with us in these
events. Our friends, family, and the volunteers
who just enjoy being with others. These are the
ones who have helped us to grow and we thank
you.
Our next event, “Christmas by the Sea” will be
an open house enjoyed by many. This is the last
event of the year with the celebration of Christmas
and the gathering of friends and family to celebrate the end of a great year and the approach of a
new one. The museum will be closing down for
the winter following this event. The winter months
will be spent in preparation for the captivating
new exhibits to be offered in 2018. Next year’s
exhibits promise to highlight more of the incredible history that continues to make Ogunquit one of
the most popular seaside resorts in the country.
The Heritage Museum committee has great plans
for the new year and, as always, we look forward
to seeing everybody next Spring. Have a safe and
exciting Winter!
L.F. (Sonny) Perkins
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Memories... (from p.1)
bara had her very successful Lobster Bar on
Beach Street where I lunched almost daily in the
restaurant’s garden area with John Lane and other
staffers. She ran a tight ship, attending to every
tiny detail to make each customer well fed and
happy. This even included my Cocker Spaniel,
Misty, who was presented with a birthday hamburger, suitably decorated with strips of cheese
showing 91—the age in human years of a 13-year
old dog. Barbara led all the diners (many very bewildered) in a chorus of Happy Birthday to You.
“We found common ground in our Bostonian
backgrounds (not necessarily proper), as well as
Ballantyne Scotch and Barbra Streisand combining to bring a relaxed sigh of relief after a long
day and evening of work for us both. We both
lived and worked in NYC the rest of the year and
would get together at one apartment or another,
often after a movie. Our tastes were similar and
for years later laughed at our reaction after seeing
the must-see Fellini’s avant-garde film “8 1/2.”
‘Well?’ I said. ‘Well?’ she answered. And in
unison, ‘What the hell was that about?!’ Barbara
closed down the Lobster Bar and in the 70s we
worked together at the Barn—she was OAA curator and I was BGA director. It was hard work and
while not always one big happy family, it was totally harmonious and rancor-free and, yes, even
fun! Well, the auction wasn’t always a piece of
cake, especially with the unpleasant affects on too
many people from too much of the free-flowing
champagne, plus having to soothe bruised egos
from artists whose work went for too little. One in
particular was OAA president (and a very good
one) Fritz Richter. His Peggy’s Cove oil had been
bought by, of all people, me for an unexplainable
mere $75. Fritz, with a fresh glass of champagne,
stormed out the door and stood on the porch
growling and sputtering, ‘$75, $75!!!’ The ever
attentive Barbara went out to him and soothingly
said, ‘I know, Fritz, but Bunny bought it. Aren’t
you happy for her?’ ‘I don’t give a good g-d who
bought it!!!’ A few minutes later his ever-loving
wife Willie took him home.
“Although in the late 1970s, Barbara moved
from Ogunquit to York Harbor, she kept one foot
in Ogunquit as manager of Mike Palmer and Peter
Spears’ Ps Galleries. She hosted many a postgallery opening at her new home. After Ps dissolved in 1993, her attachment to Ogunquit continued in various roles at OMAA and finally at the
Barn desk, and at the Ogunquit Heritage Museum.
I think back to one day we were returning from a

visit to the Portland Museum and she asked me to
drive down Beach Street and pull up where her
Lobster Bar and adjacent home had stood overlooking the Ogunquit River. ‘I want my ashes
scattered down there, but,’ she added seriously,
‘only on the outgoing tide.’
“Despite Barbara’s always fiercely independent
nature (she never could understand in the Streisand song, the line, People who need people are
the luckiest people in the world.), she surrendered
to the inevitable, hastened by more than one fall,
and moved from her large house to a small apartment at Sentry Hill in 2012, and at 93 to assisted
living quarters where, thanks to her daughter, Toni, and granddaughter, Kim, the four walls were
covered with her collection of photos—dozens—
from past to present. They brought her much
pleasure as each day she became more fragile and
almost completely dependent.
“My last visit the end of February was painfully
brief. Her eyes were shut so the nurse touched her
shoulder and said, ‘Your friend Bunny is here to
see you, Barbara.’ She opened her eyes. ‘She
doesn’t want to see me like this and I don’t want
her to see me like this.’ She gave a tiny smile and
a weak wave. I did the same and left.”

Barbara Hilty

Bunny remembers Mary-Leigh Smart
unny remembers Mary-Leigh Smart and Barbara Hilty as two remarkable women whose
intelligence and abilities were matched by warmth
and humor. She writes:
“I met Mary-Leigh Smart in 1963, the same
year that I met Barbara Hilty. Mary-Leigh’s reputation as the doyenne of the Ogunquit art scene
preceded our first meeting at which I thought to
impress her by saying one of my favorite places in
New York was the Modern Museum. Her look,

B

(Continued, p.5)
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Memories... (from p. 4)
that of an exasperated parent scolding an ignorant
child, was followed by ‘there is no modern museum; it is the Museum of Modern Art.’ We got
over that hump and became friends first working
together with the newly-formed Ogunquit Chamber of Commerce. She was treasurer and I had
been hired to promote and publicize the town and
create ways to extend the season which, in the
60s, ended on Labor Day, when as the saying
goes, you could shoot deer on Main Street.
Countless times since, when sitting in numbing
traffic on Columbus Day, I rue how successful we
were.
“Mary-Leigh and I were able to separate our
friendship and working relationship, even when I
became director/administrator of Barn Gallery
Associates of which she was the founder and driving force. Case in point: several very early mornings a week, I would swim in her indoor pool at
Surf Point…I would share a cup of coffee with
her and Beverly [Hallam] and within minutes of
getting back to my office at home she would be
on the phone with ideas/plans/suggestions/ yes,
and orders. And the beat went on all day. And often into the evening. But she inspired me to share
her goal—to build up the membership in BGA
(almost 500 one year) and through those contributions be able to provide the area and its visitors
the best of the visual and performing arts.
“Mary-Leigh was a pro on how to fish or cut
bait, first by spearheading a yes vote by the BGA
board to donate the prized Hamilton Easter Field
Art Foundation Collection to the Portland Museum where it would be protected in climate controlled atmosphere (rather than stored 8 months of
the year in a damp, unheated closet) and be seen
year round by a far greater number of viewers.
Then in the late 1990s, she led the charge in convincing the BGA Board of Directors that times
were a’changin’ in Ogunquit; that what we offered the public was being largely met with indifference. After lengthy soul searching we voted to
disband Barn Gallery Associates Inc. and give
building and land to the Ogunquit Art Association, plus a generous donation to the Ogunquit
Museum for establishing a wing in our name.
Mary-Leigh’s ability to juggle projects, chair
committees, create avenues for artists to grow and
thrive was more than admirable. Mind-boggling,
however, was pulling together all the incredibly
complicated legal and operational threads to form
Surf Point Foundation, which, upon the deaths of
both Beverly Hallam and Mary-Leigh, established
FOHM Newsletter

an all-expenses paid colony for artists on the spacious two-house property.
“On a February morning in 2013, I went to
Mary-Leigh’s shortly after getting a call that Beverly Hallam had died. Long afflicted with lung
disease, a stroke had delivered the final blow.
Mary-Leigh thanked me for coming. She was stoic and dry eyed. She said we must not mourn.
‘Beverly would not have wanted to go on one
more day.’
“As Mary-Leigh’s body became more frail (in
her mid to late 90s why wouldn’t it?) her mind
and spirit remained undiminished. She could and
did correctly correct me about names, places and
dates. Her annual celebration of the Kentucky
Derby didn’t deviate from hair-raising, sweatproducing mint juleps to standing at rigid attention for the playing of “My Old Kentucky
Home” (she had
roots as did I in
Kentucky).
At
rollicking lobster
feasts for friends
(including loving
caregivers) from
near and far, a
video should have
been shot of Mary
-Leigh demolishing her lobster (or
two) and used as
a guide for firsttimers.
“The fun ended
when Mary-Leigh
fell and broke a
Mary-Leigh Smart
hip the summer of
2016. A decision was made to send her to assisted
living at Sentry Hill. As the weeks and months
passed, her attention span lessened and she dozed
more and more during visits with friends. Although never failing to greet us and say goodbye
with a ‘thank you for coming.’
“On January 11, I arrived for my weekly visit
and saw screens surrounding her bed. She had
died an hour or so earlier, 6 weeks short of her
100th birthday. I did not mourn. She would not
have wanted to go on for one more day.”
Article by Bunny Hart
Compiled by Susan Meffert
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Dinner
and a Chance
September 24, 2017

Jonathan’s
Restaurant
Ogunquit
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2017 Membership . . .
Diana Abbott
John Abbott
David Adams
Sally Alexandre
Anchorage By the Sea
Jaye Randall Anderton
Eric Andrews
Ellen Asherman
Gert Assmus
Bill & Judy Baker
Wyatt Littlefield Baker
Barnacle Billy’s
Kenney Bassett
The Beachmere
Robert Bolduc
Robert & Marena Bragg
Norman & Marcia Beal Brazer
Roger W. Brown
Pat Buonaguro
William Callahan
Mr. Craig Capone
Benita Braggiotti Carey
Robert Carey
Carole Lee Carroll
Allyson Cavaretta
John Cavaretta & Randy Coulton
Phil Cavaretta
Randa Charland
Maureen & Peter Clayton
Joe & Ann Cleary
Arlene Connor
Ellen Dannert
Bob & Patricia Dateo
Nancy Davison
Eunice Desjardins
Marlene Demerdjian
Sarah Diment
Judi Dineen
Katherine Drisko
Scott & Beverlee Drury
Isabel B. Drzewiecki
Sybil DuPuis
Frank Dunbar
Rev. Charles J. Dutram
Marilyn Eimon
Kerry Ellen Enright
Marjorie E. Esau
Bill Farr
Blanche Feinberg
Patricia Finnigan
Mary Sapp Fischer
Fay Fitzgerald
Rebecca Fox
Daniel Franklin
Jordan & Muriel Freedman
Gerry Friedman
Georgiana Gallagher
Amy Gambrill
Arnie Ginsburg
Frank J. Glazier
Maureen Goddard
Brenda Goodale
Don & Peg Goranson
Gail Greenberg
Lynne Grimaldi
Dr. James & Julie Habas
Robert & Karen Hadden
Natalie Hakanson
Ray & Kay Hamlin
Karen Hanson
Joy Harbeson & Doria Lohnes
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Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Hardy
Penny Hawkins
Susanne Heckaman
Benjamin A. Hershenson, Phd.
Stephen Hoffman
Louise Hokans
Michael & Helen Horn
Michele Hovde
Tom & Betty Hutchins
Don & Mary Linda Hurd
Diane & Barry Jandebeur
June Adams Johnson
Kenneth R. Johnson
Robert & Diana Joyner
Marjorie Katz
Jane Kelley
Phil Kimball
Carol & David Kiwak
Carol C. Kobus
Patricia Kriensky
Leila Kupper
John & Jean Ladderbush
Les & Nancy LaFond
Jeanne Lally
Deborah LaPerche
Denis & Lorraine Latulippe
Dr. Sherwood B. Lee & Barbara K. Lee
Lew-Ann Leen
Susan Levenson
Wendy & Marty Levine
Gordon & Donna Lewis
Dr. Jason & Ryna Lipkind
Gary & Grace Littlefield
Richard & Mary Littlefield
Pam Lynch
Beverley & Frederick Lynk III
Deborah Marathon
Bruce Martin
Pat Mason
Paul & Winifred Mason
Lesley Matthews & Bob Glidden
Philip & Marla McCurdy
Stephen & Mary Ann McMahon
Meadowmere Hotel Corp.
Susan Meffert
Deborah Meigs
Susan Michaelson
Jayne & Barry Miller
James & Sandra Mills
Charlotte Moody
Gary Moore
Jennifer Moores
Richard Morgan & Dr. Charles Smith
Lynn Morton
Mary Mott
Marjorie Murphy
Mimi Murray
Malcolm Myers
Jim Nadeau & Sen. Dawn Hill
Evelyne Neill
Edwin & Judith Nelson
Marsha Northrup
Eva Nudelman
Patricia O’Brien
Penny Odiorne
Kenneth Olson
Newell Perkins
Bob Perkins
Linda S. Perkins
Mary Elizabeth A. Petschek
Sandra Poulos
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Marylin Quint-Rose
Michael Ramsey
Mike Rattigan
Jim Ready
Revelations
Yolanda Rossi
Mary Anne & Jim Rush
Helene Rutledge
Susan & Edward O’Neil
Paul & Ruth Sampson
Jandira Sanches
Mark Saulnier
Anna Kristina Sawtelle
Anita Lauten Schein
Alice Schmidt
Geoff Scimone
Fran Scully
Nancy Seith
Gene Sengstock
Bruce Shaw
Audrey M. Silveri
Judith Simonds
Jonah Skolnik
Priscilla Slotnick
Jay & Jean Smith
Robert & Janice Smith
Tracy Smith
The Sparhawk
Jon & Bernadine Speers
Suzanne Stillings
Norman Storrs
Bradford & Diane Straus
Delores Strauss
Pam Strother
Virginia Tank
Anthony Tarleton & Judith Clayton
Diane Thibault
Robert E Tilley
Joanne S. Tomao
Enid S. Topchik
Charlotte Tragard
Bobbi Treen
Gail Trust
Julie & Steven Twombly
Madelyn Venner
Jean Wallace-Fearon
Patricia Weare
Margaret Weeks
Jonathan West
Jonathan’s Inc.
Dale Whitaker & Chris Shott
Raymond & Suzanne Wiggins
Leslie Wilcott-Henrie
Betty Williams
Chris & Judith Woodbury
Peter Woodbury
Shirley Littlefield Wagonseil
Marilyn Yablon
Harriet Yaffe
Bob Young
Jeanne Young
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Accessions . . .

Marylin Quint-Rose Remembers . . .

M

y early years in Ogunquit were filled with
many memorable events. I’ve decided to
challenge these memories and try to re-capture
them! I’ve listed a few that some folks shared
some of them also. At age 89, I’ve tried to recall
their names and their relation to me then.
Presently I live in Tenants Harbor by Wheelers
Bay. The list is limited and lots of names have
slipped by. (I shall try to write them down with a
few omitted)
I remember my great aunt Rose Lipp had a
home on the “Heights” that was often visited by
the Gypsy family (Stanley Tribe). I was often
struck by them and do recall ones who were at the
beach telling their fortunes. One, I recall, I can
visualize her face, but nameless!
At that time my mom and I stayed at the Winn
House, where I heard music across the road at
Capt Kidd’s place. Many times I would walk to
“Whitings Woods” and fantasies abound.
During those early years (I was about 8 or 9 yrs)
Keezer Nichols, a local lifeguard taught we kids
how to swim.
Soon, after those days I walked to Terry’s Gift
Shop where I enjoyed buying paper floral shapes
in a glass as they expanded in water.
I remember...

Jean Demetracopoulos & Elizabeth Long
Col. Joseph Murphy’s obituary
Columbia University’s School Press Review, Col.
Murphy, Editor
Tribute to Col. Murphy in School Press Review
Alice Eleanor Hunter
Oak Dining Room Chair from Colonial Inn
Deborah LaPerche
Millie LaPerche painting of Whistling Oyster fire
of 1976
Charlie & Diana Lasch
John Neill’s obituary
George & Elsie Johnson’s obituary
3 pcs. Crafted pewter by George Johnson
Richard Lishman
Letter written to his Aunt on Walnut Grove Inn
stationary
Gary Littlefield
Menus from Poor Richard’s Tavern,
Cap’n Nick’s & Vinny’s
Richard & Mary Littlefield
A Bible
Many Photos of Significant Ogunquit Events
Linda Perkins
Photos of Perkins Cove, 40s & 50s
Score cards from Cliff Country Club
Playbills from amateur plays done in Ogunquit
Jay Smith
Two spikes from the Atlantic Shoreline Railway
Ordinance & Regulations, Perkins Cove, 1970
1970 Seacoast Publication, After Labor Day?

Stony, Lifeguard
Keezer Nichols, Lifeguard
Doctor Tower & Doctor Smith
Dinny, At Cove - lobsters
Maxwell’s Market - Mr. Smith
Cecil Perkins, Police Chief
Roby Littlefield
Tony Mattei
Freda Winn’s daughter, Mrs. Winn - rooms to rent
Frank Bangs
Mercedes Dunning, Gift Shop
Henry Strater
Gypsies, Stanley Tribe
Mrs. Leavitt, Movie Theatre
Gordon Brewster, Drives car for folks, errands
Esselyn Perkins, Teacher
Elyot Henderson, Artist & Instructor
Harmon Neill, Artist
Johnny Neill at Cove, Artist
Patience Haley, Artist
Mary-Leigh Call, Supports Artists
Jackie King
Russell Hughes, Lifeguard
Sam Jack Perkins, Owner of bath house & store
Salvation Army Band at Beach

Millie LaPerche painting of Whistling Oyster
fire at Perkins Cove in 1976.
Donated by Deborah LaPerche
FOHM Newsletter
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